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Theresa a second time to confirm Frederick's pos-
session of Silesia (Treaty of Dresden, December
1745). It was a profound humiliation for the
proud Hapsburg queen; but it could not be avoided.
It merely steeled her determination at some future
time to have her revenge on her cynical despoiler.
The opportunity, however, had not arrived when
the Peace of Aix4a~Chapelle (October 1748) brought
the war of the Austrian Succession to an end. Silesia
remained in Frederick's hands.*

VIII
Maria Theresa emerged from her eight years'
Succession struggle with prestige enhanced, with
power enlarged, and with territories intact save for
Silesia. Her rival, Charles Albert of Bavaria, had
perished miserably, a fugitive, in January 1745 ; and
her husband, Francis of Lorraine, had been duly
elected Emperor the following September.
The long conflict, however, had revealed many
defects in the Hapsburg constitution, and after 1748
a body of energetic and able ministers, under the
inspiration of the great Empress herself, set to work
to effect the necessary reformation. Administration,
* During the course of the war, in A.D. 1744, a rich morsel fell to
Frederick by good fortune. He inherited East Friesland, which gave
him a considerable stretch of North Sea coast, the command of the
River Ems and the valuable port of Emden. Thus Prussia became
a potentially oceanic power.
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